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In the published paper the author deals with an interesting, albeit, in terms of
macro-structure, relatively marginal source of  military (Slovak) history, i.e.
personal memorials reflecting soldiers“ compulsory military service. In view of
classification of  written historical sources, the document is of  personal nature.
The author attempts to portray the genesis o f  monuments in terms of  how they
were dated in the Middle A ges — during the period of  knightly tournaments until
a recent period, compulsory military service ceased to exist. The author notes that
the noble houses o f  14th century, at a time when written culture had not been fully
developed yet, the painted coats of  arms grew to represent a kind o f  a „business
card“ which all tournament participants presented and preserved. This was to
declare not only their noble origin, but also their own knightly abilities. Chrono-
logically, the author deals with specific features of  memorials in the 16th century,
as he states, the popularity of  memorials at that time even inspired artists, book
printers, artists and craftsmen to create graphic blueprints. The author gradually
reveals the development o f  memorials in the 18th, 19th, 20th centuries until the
end o f  compulsory military service in the recent past.
Military History. Memorials from military service. From 14th to 20th centuries.

Zaujímavým, hoci z hľadiska makro$truktiry pomerne okrajovým prame-
ňom vojenských dejín (Slovenska), sú osobné pamätníky vojakov reflektujúce ich povinnú
vojenskú službu. Vzhľadom na klasifikáciu písomných historických prameňov ide o písom-
nosti osobnej povahy.

Na úvod tejto problematiky považujeme za potrebné uviesť, že z kultúrnohistorického
hľadiska prešiel osobný pamätník všeobecne pomerne zaujímavým a špecifickým vývojom,
a to vzhľadom na svoju obsahovú i formálnu stránku.

Korene tradície zapisovať si informácie do pamätníkov etnológovia datujú do stredo-
veku — do obdobia rytierskych turnajov.! Na šľachtických dvoroch v 14. storočí, v čase,
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