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The author o f  the published paper analyses the sword found during the archaeo-
logical excavations on the premises of  Spiš castle, today stored with the SNM—
Spiš Museum in Levoča, registration no. 2009/200/12, which may be ranked in
the category o f  militaria, originating from locations o f  fortified structures. Similar
to other findings of  the same type, even this piece extends the list o f  sources, thus
enabling restoration o f  medieval swords. The author points out that only a few
existing examples have been subjected to a detail analysis, forming a basis for
drawing conclusions in diverse syntheses. An attempt to improve the current state
o f  research calls for numerous swords (as well as militaria of  other types and age)
to be subjected to an independent study or some of  the prevailing conclusions to
be reviewed. In this sense, the submitted paper aims to aid the reconstruction of
the picture of  how militaria were used in the Middle Ages throughout the territory
of  Slovakia.
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Prepojenie nálezu stredovekého meča s centrom vojenského a spoločenského života sa
pri povahe vtedajšej spoločnosti nemôže javiť ako niečo nezvyčajné. Ako hrad, tak aj meč
predstavujú symbol kultúry, kde sa do každodenného života premietala vojenská prax. Meč
sa stal nástrojom i znakom privilegovanej skupiny obyvateľstva (bellatores, milites, pug-
natores), ktorej vojenské povolanie reflektovalo postavenie v spoločnosti. Do kategórie mi-
litárií pochádzajúcich z lokalít fortifikačných stavieb možno zaradiť aj meč nájdený počas
archeologického výskumu areálu Spišského hradu, dnes uložený v SNM—Spišskom múzeu
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