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The published paper analyzes an interesting phenomenon o f  military life — duel
— against the backdrop of  the second half o f  the 19th century and at the beginning
of  the 20th century, roughly until the outbreak of  the First World War. The author
covers nearly all aspects of  this phenomenon at all its levels, including legal,
social, moral, ethical, etc. At the same time, the author presents lots o f  new and
interesting facts on this socially recognised and yet unrecognized phenomenon.
The author notes that the Officers Corps of  the Austro-Hungarian Army preserved
a unique position in the Hungarian society, with its own internal regulations that
made the Corps a special caste amid the strictly delineated social divisions of  the
given society. Duels belonged to the external phenomena that were to become the
most prominent and visible manifestations o f  the unique officer code of  honour.
Compliance with this moral code exerted more influence on the lives of  Austro-
Hungarian Army officers than any civil laws, which completely outlawed duels,
or any appeals o f  Church officials, or national and family traditions. The officer’s
moral code raised the officer’s honour to a higher level o f  importance than any
attempts to preserve one’s personal happiness, career and ultimately even one’s
own life.
Military history. Hungary. Officer duels. Yrs. 1850 — 1914.

Ak sa podrobnejšie zahibime do literatúry autorov žijúcich a piSucich
v 19. a začiatkom 20. storočia, teda obdobia rozvíjajúcej sa modernej spoločnosti, vedec-
kých vynálezov, rozvoja techniky a vedy, prekvapí nás množstvo sujetov a motívov súvi-
siacich so súbojmi. Očakávalo by sa totiž, že tento fenomén zviazaný predovšetkým so stre-
dovekým ponímaním riešenia cti a spravodlivosti nebude pre širokú verejnosť príťažlivou
témou. Opak je pravdou. Spomeňme náhodne iba velikánov ruskej literatúry, akými boli
Lev Nikolajevič Tolstoj, Alexander Sergejevič Puškin, Michail Jurjevič Lermontov, Fjodor
Michailovič Dostojevskij, Alexander Ivanovič Kuprin, z ktorých dvaja menovaní — Puškin

* Štúdia bola podporovaná Agentúrou na podporu výskumu a vývoja v rámci projektu APVV 51-
030905.




























































