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The issue of  the 1% Czechoslovak Combined Air Division in the USSR has been
addressed over the past decade by numerous professional historians, veterans,
authors, and lots o f  aviation history fans. However, the truth is  that even after 67
years, which have elapsed since the unit’s establishment, no original written doc-
uments that would, without editorial interventions or the author’s artistic inven-
tions, depict the unsurpassable feelings of  the direct actors shaping the historical
events as they happened, have so far been published. That the past generations of
historians have managed to preserve for the future at least some personal testimo-
nies by direct actors o f  historical events is illustrated by a collection of  memoirs at
the Military History Archive in Bratislava, which is today made up o f  504 titles.
One o f  them contains the memoirs of  Air Colonel Július Trnka (Army Reserve),
who significantly contributed to the foundations o f  the Higher Czechoslovak Air
Unit in the USSR.
Military History. Slovakia — USSR. Second World War. 1% Czechoslovak Com-
bined Air Division in the USSR. Julius Trnka — memoirs.

Problematike výstavby a činnosti 1. čs. zmiešanej leteckej divízie v ZSSR sa
v uplynulých desaťročiach venovali nielen viacerí profesionálni historici, pamätníci, publi-
cisti, ale aj mnohí nadšenci leteckej histórie." Avšak ani po šesťdesiatich siedmich rokoch,
ktoré uplynuli od vzniku 1. čs. zmiešanej leteckej divízie v ZSSR, neboli publikované pô-
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