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The study deals with the almost incredible destiny of  Jozef Diimal, a Czechoslo-
vak patriot and PoW. His life spanned two world wars and five state formations,
though he never changed his permanent place of  residence. His unique military
and life experiences were immortalized in his three books, which were donated
to the Institute o f  Military History in Bratislava as a contribution to its archive.
The autobiography is the source for this paper. Jozef Dfimal lived in Bratislava,
his wife was of  Slovak origin (Anna, neé Štefániková). He raised his kids as i f
they had been of  Slovak origin, and he listed them as persons of  Slovak national-
ity during the statistical survey o f  the population. In 1914, when he fought under
the Serbian flag, he acquired Serbian (Yugoslavian) citizenship and maintained
friendly relations with the Yugoslavian Embassy. Following the outbreak o f
WWII and the Nazi occupation o f  Czechoslovakia, Jozef Dfimal joined the anti-
Nazi resistance movement. He led the first independent resistance organization in
Bratislava under the designation o f  “The Defence of  the Nation Bratislava City”.
He organized secret meetings, participated in running intelligence operations and
in transporting weapons to the Czechoslovak Army abroad, he aided resistance
fighters in crossing the Protectorate borders, arranged for counterfeited passports,
travel permits and visas.
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Osudy Jozefa Dfímala, československého vlastenca a dôstojníka, účastníka
prvého a druhého odboja, vojnového zajatca a väzňa nacistických koncentračných tábo-
rov sú pozoruhodné. Jeho život výrazne ovplyvnili dve svetové vojny. Prežil ho v piatich
štátnych útvaroch, hoci trvalé bydlisko takmer nezmenil. Svoje jedinečné vojenské zážitky
a životnú anabázu pretavil do spomienok, ktoré príbuzní darovali Vojenskému historickému
ústavu v Bratislave.! Práve z tohto materiálu čerpá aj nasledovný príspevok.

!1de o tri knihy spomienok J. Diimala: I. Skok do tmy. Zážitok z 1. svetovej vojny, II. Cestami smrti.
Zážitok z 2. svetovej vojny.; II. Prílohy. Osobné data J. Dfímala a dokumenty. Autor ich podpísal ako
Jozef Dfímal. Text je popretkávaný archaickymi výrazmi, z obdobia prvej svetovej vojny obsahuje
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