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In the published paper, the author, a prominent Slovak medievalist, based on all the available
period sources and the latest scientific research o f  the Slovak and Hungarian literature, analyses
and synthesises the historical development of  castles, castle counties and noble counties since
Great Moravia until the first three (or four) centuries o f  the Kingdom of  Hungary. Furthermore,
he clarifies the historical development o f  the officers of  these historical and administrative
units and maps the main content of  their operation based on the particular contemporary sour-
ce examples. The historical and semantic explanation o f  the discussed concepts — as provided
convincingly by the author — has a great significance i n  terms o f  establishing all the aforemen-
tioned concepts i n  the further development o f  the Slovak historical terminology, since there is
no consistency among the historians regarding their use.
In the study, the author states that the tit le “zupani” (counts, comites) had their origin in the
princely and royal retinue (county, comitatus). They first surrounded a prince and then king,
advising them and fighting for their interests. Several of  them participated i n  the state admi-
nistration, becoming the court and castle counts. The castle county i n  Hungary connected the
castle county (varmegye) and castle ispanate (varispansig) under the administration of  the
local count.The castle ispanate was a royal property subject to  the castle, located both inside
and outside the castle territory. Thanks to  the royal donations, the royal county was giving way
to the expanding noble county (nemesi megye).
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Rozhodujúcu úlohu pri  vzniku a utváraní stredovekého štátu mala panovnicka moc, ktorá
bola sústredená na panovníckom (kniežacom alebo kráľovskom) dvore a rozložená na hra-
doch po celej krajine. Obyvateľstvo, ktoré žilo na hradskej pôde, odvádzalo na hrad dane
a dávky a plnilo si vojenské a pracovné povinnosti. Na hradoch spočívala vidiecka (provin-
ciálna) správa štátu, správa veľkého panovníckeho majetku a vojenská obrana krajiny. Boli
vojenskými pevnosťami, schopnými odolávať dlhému obliehaniu, bránili nepriateľským
vojskám v postupe do krajiny.

Hrady na Veľkej Morave

Anonymný bavorský geograf, ktorý svoje dielo Opis hradov a krajín na severnej strane
Dunaja písal asi desať rokov po dobytí Nitrianska moravským kniežaťom Mojmírom,! spo-
mína dvojakých Moravanov a hrady, ktoré títo Moravania majú. Prví Moravania (Marharii)
majú 11 hradov.? O druhých Moravanoch napísal: Je ľud, ktorý volajú Moravanmi (Mere-

LTRESTIK, Dušan. Počátky Premyslovcú. Vstup Čechú do déjin (530 — 935). Praha : Nakladatelství Lidové
noviny, 1997, s. 477-479.

2Marharii habent civitates XI. Descriptio civitatum a regionum, ad septentrionalem plagam Danubii, Magnae
Moraviae fontes historici II. Diplomata, epistolae, textus historici varii, curaverunt Dagmar Bartotikova,
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