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The study addresses the so far poorly elaborated issue o f  repressive measures o f  the totalitarian
regime i n  Czechoslovakia, that were used to  eliminate any form of  resistance. These measures
included the use of  the so-called soft and the so-called hard power. The study focuses mainly
on the specifics in Slovak conditions. Based on extensive archival research the study addresses
the issue o f  abuse of  the army against the so-called internal enemy, for example, the so-called
hockey events and the 1% anniversary o f  the military intervention of  the Warsaw Pact troops i n
Czechoslovakia. Based on the experiences o f  deployment of  repressive forces, a central MBO
plan was developed. After almost twenty years of  the so-called normalization, the “Husak-
Jakeš" totalitarian system found itself  i n  late of  the 1980s i n  agony. The disintegration o f  the
power system continued, but plans for extreme security measures elaborated and approved i n
the early 1970s remained valid. Deployed numbers o f  soldiers and military equipment with-
i n  the territory o f  Slovakia were a proof  that a significant military force was prepared for
power intervention in order to eliminate components o f  society that the governmental regime
described as a security threat. Creating an ideological image of the so-called inner enemy,
alternatively prepared MBO plans i n  several stages and other measures of  the central power
showed that despite the long so-called normalization period, the “Husák- Jakeš" system did not
seem well established. On the contrary, the system was afraid of any forms of confrontation
with the public.

Only with the end of  communist rule in Slovakia and the subsequent declassifying of  im-
portant archives has it become possible to analyse the complex, dynamic and contradictory
period of  1969 to 1989. This study, the result of  several years‘ archival research, attempts
to disclose at least partially the mechanism of  that time for the preparation and execution of
extraordinary security measures against democratic elements in Slovak civil society.

The initial preparation of  repressive measures

The first set of  measures under review here was drawn up in the wake of  the Soviet-led
invasion of  Czechoslovakia in 1968. The most important institution involved was the Na-
tional Security Corps (ZNB), which consisted of  the regular police (Public Security, or
VB) and the political police (State Security, or ŠtB). Also involved were the Communist
Party’s paramilitary People’s Militia, the fire brigade, the prisons and corrections corps, and
specially selected and trained officers, non-commissioned officers and conscripts within the
Eastern Military District (VVO). Thus, men serving in the Czechoslovak army, as part of  its

“internal” function, were intervening against precisely the citizens they supposed to protect.
He measures were prepared sufficiently in advance of  events. On 5-6 November 1968, the

leadership of  the Slovak directorate of  the interior ministry (a separate Slovak interior min-
istry was not established until 1969) visited relevant units and began tasking functionaries
of  the Communist Party of  Slovakia (KSS). General Egyd Pepich, chief of  the Slovak direc-
torate, discussed the security situation with General Samuel Kodaj, commander o f  the VVO.
Kodaj subsequently ordered all army garrison in Slovakia “to aid relevant commanders” of
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