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The Avars“ siege of Constantinople, including many Slavs , in 626 is the greatest inci-
dent of the history of Avars’ Khagan. This short work is the first in Slovak historical
writing concerning this incident in detail. In the published study, the author follows
the travels and directions of the movement of the Avars” army towards the capital city
of Byzantine Empire. He draws the attention to the structure of the Avar Army, its ar-
maments, the tactics and the way of their fight, the location of the Avar military forces
in front of the city walls and the protection of the Avar military camp. He works out
the question of the number of Kaghan “s army, and supports the belief it to be at about
60-80 000 men. He provides a description and identification of individual siege weap-
ons. A great deal of his attention is drawn to the ethnic structure of Kaghan s army,
the multitude of Avars, Slavs, Gepids, Turkish Bulgarians.
Military history. Byzantine Empire. Avars siege of Constantinople in 626.

I. 1. ROZMIESTNENIE VOJSKA

Útok na Konštantínopol roku 626 bol čo do logistiky, zúčastneného počtu vo-
jakov i strategickej závažnosti, najväčšou vojenskou akciou Avarského kaganatu.! Presný za-
čiatok ťaženia, ako aj trasu, ktorou sa Avari presúvali k byzantskej metropole, pramene ne-
udávajú. Ťaženie začalo niekedy v jarných mesiacoch roku 626.> Z Panónie sa Avari mohli

1 Sumarizujuca literatúra k tomuto problému: MORDTMANN, A.: Die Avaren und Perser vor Konstantinopel,
Mitteilungen des Deutschen Exkursions-Klub in Konstantinopel 5, 1903, s. 1-29; TEVJASOV, N.: Osada Kon-
stantinopolja avarami i slavianami v 626 godu, Zurnal ministerstva narodnogo prosvečšenija, 52, 1914, s. 229-
235; SCHLUMBERGER, G.: Le Siege de Constantinople par le souverain ou khagan des Avares sous le régne
de lempereur Héraclius, au septiéme siecle. In: Récits de Byzance et Des Croisades, Paris 1917, s. 1-10; BARI-
SIC, E: Avarsko-slovenska opsada Carigrada 626, Godisnjak balkanolokog instituta 1, 1956, s. 279-294; ten-
že, Le si¢ge de Constantinople par les Avares et les Slaves, Byzantion, 24, 1954, s. 371-395; STRATOS, A. N.:
The Avars® Attack on Byzantium in the Year 626. In: Polychordia. Festschrift Franz Dilger. Byzantinische For-
schungen, 2, 1967, s. 370-376; TSANGADAS, B. C. P: The Fortifications and Defense of Constantinople. New
York. East European Monographs no LXXI 1980, s. 80-106; HAVLIKOVA, L.: Obléhani Konstantinopole roku
626 ve svétle byzantsko-iranskych vztahú. In: Casopis Matice moravské, 98, 1979, 1-2, s. 126-136; Obsadata na
Konstantinopol prez 626 g. In: Balgarska voenna istorija. Od anti¢nosta do vtorata Cetvrt na X. v, ed. D. Ange-
lov, S. Kašev, B. Colpanov, Sofia 1983, s. 119-125; POHL, W.: Die Awaren. Ein Steppenvolk in Mitteleuropa 567
— 822, München, 1988, s. 248-255; HOWARD-JOHNSTON, J. D.: The Siege of Constantinople in 626. In: Con-
stantinople and its Hinterland. Papers from the Twenty-Seventh Spring Symposium of Byzantine Studies, Ox-
ford, April 1993, ed. C. Mango and G. Dagron. Variorum 1995, s. 131-145.

2 Jarné mesiace boli tradičným obdobím, v ktorej začínali avarské ťaženia. Ich nevyhnutnou podmienkou bol,
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