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The author o f  the study argues that the defence of  Bratislava (and any other town)
was one of  the fundamental prereguisites for protecting town citizens and their
property, which is closely linked to the preservation of  the town’s economy and
power structures and their development. In times o f  unrest and military conflicts,
the town’s military component came to the fore. The defence of  the town, in its ei-
ther active (mercenaries, home guard) or passive (walls and other defensive con-
structions) form, was, o f  course, connected with substantial financial and material
expenditures, as minutely documented in Bratislava’s book-keeping documents.
Originally, Bratislava’s defence was entrusted to the mayor (Richter, judex) as the
town’s highest authority. The military agenda was executed by mercenaries, town
guards at the town walls, towers and gates, combined with home guards from
among all physically fit men. The organizational structure of  town defences was
divided into three components in the 15“ century: town home defence (on alert),
town guard ensuring the town’s internal security and fire-fighting capabilities,
town mercenaries recruited from outside, depending on the actual needs. The
author pays special attention to all defence component.
Military history. Slovakia. Middle Ages. Bratislava. Town Guard and Home
Guard in Bratislava in the 15th century.

Obrana Bratislavy (a vôbec každého mesta) bola jedným zo základných pred-
pokladov ochrany jej obyvateľov a ich majetkov, s čím úzko súvisí zachovanie jej hospo-
dárskej, ekonomickej a mocenskej existencie i rozvoja. V časoch nepokojov a vojenských
konfliktov sa vojenská zložka mestského života dostávala ešte zreteľnejšie do popredia.
S obranou č i  už v aktívnej (žoldnieri, domobrana) alebo pasívnej forme (hradby a iné
stavby obranného charakteru) boli, samozrejme, spojené aj nemalé finančné a materiálne
výdavky, podrobne zaznačené v komorných knihách mesta Bratislavy." Na základe našich

! Komorné knihy obsahujú záznamy o všetkých príjmoch a výdavkoch mesta Bratislavy. Na starosti
ich mal mestský komorník, ktorý zároveň zodpovedal za pokladnicu mestskej komory. Podrobnejšie
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