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In the introduction of  the material study, the author states that the new situation i n  the military
development in the 18th century was also connected to the development of  the military theory
dominated by France. Furthermore, during this era, several practical military manuals and
regulations were issued for various command levels and army units. In the published paper, the
author addresses the work of  baron Karl Ludwig O‘Cahill, where he outlined the period idea o f
how to  build a good army. His work was interesting from the point of  v iew that i n  many cases
we can partially see the differences between the idealistic idea and the period reality of  the 18th
century armies.
We have relatively few detailed information about the author to help us reconstruct his life. He
was born 1746 i n  Beelitz (Potsdam, Brandenburg) and died i n  Würzburg between 1804 and
1809. He  served as an officer i n  Baden. In his  works, he mentioned his titles and ranks. They im-
ply that he was familiar with the military environment of  the late 18th and early 19th centuries,
when the Napoleonic wars were taking place i n  Europe. In his youth, he was a Kammerjunker
at the Hohenlohe — Waldenburg — Schilling princely court, later becoming the court marshal.
He served i n  the infantry regiment o f  von Jung-Sutterheim. It is probable that he had excellent
knowledge of  the French language, which is  documented by several translations. Compared
to his scarce biographic data, O‘Cahill’s bibliography was relatively rich. During his time, his
works were very popular and were published i n  several editions. He addressed not only the
military topics, military history, current military and political situation but also tr ied creating
prosaic, dramatic and ethical works.
In his work about forming a good, ideal army i n  the second half o f  the 18th century, he descri-
bed the tactics, training and organisation o f  infantry, cavalry, artillery, mi l i tary engineering,
health care and security for military veterans. The benefit o f  the work consisted i n  comparing
the idealistic ideas about army with their period reality.
Keywords: army i n  the second half of  the 18th century, tactics, training and organisation o f
infantry, cavalry, artillery, military engineering, health care and security for military veterans.
O*Cahill — work “Good Army”.

Dôležitým medzníkom vo vývoji európskeho vojenstva bolo 18. storočie. V tomto čase
dochádzalo k zmenám v taktike a stratégii armád v dôsledku nových technických inovácií.
Zároveň sa radikálne menila aj úloha a význam organizačného a logistického zabezpeče-
nia vojenských operácií. Mnohopočetné armády si vyžadovali aj zlepšenie zdravotníckej
starostlivosti. Napokon nemožno nespomenúť ani oblasť sociálneho zabezpečenia voja-
kov po ukončení vojenskej služby, aby sa predchádzalo rozličným sociálnym nepokojom

1 Štúdia bola vypracovaná v rámci projektu APVV-17-0398 Na ceste k modernej spoločnosti. Tri storočia
novoveku a VEGA 2/0101/17 Spoločnosť raného novoveku — identity, konflikty, interakcie v Historickom
ústave SAV.
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