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The study “Variants of  the Defence System o f  the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic i n  the years
1960 to 1989 and the specifics o f  Slovakia” is chronologically divided into four parts. The first
part points out the basic factors o f  geostrategic and geopolitical nature, which influenced the
individual variants of  the “Defence System”. The other three parts address the issue o f  this
system in the 60s, 70s, and 80s o f  the last century. They point out the characteristics of  the
individual models o f  the “Defence System”, the problems of  the solving teams and the inade-
quate interventions of  the party centre o f  power. The models approved at the time responded
not only to changes i n  the external security environment, but also to the artificially created
ideological, so-called internal enemy. The study points to  the key role o f  the military in these
systems and the extremely wide range of  tasks that other elements had to  perform, such as
the Civil Defence, the Interior Ministry and national committees at all levels. Extraordinary
security measures i n  the years 1969-1989, which were among the repressive measures of  the
totalitarian regime in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, also became part of the “Defence
System”. These were developed to  eliminate any form o f  resistance. The study also focuses on
the specifics of  Slovak conditions and points to the tasks of  the Eastern Military District, which
had to be fulfilled i n  preparation for the expected scenario o f  a war conflict. At the same time,
this military district had to  be prepared to eliminate the so-called internal enemy. During the
period of  normalization, the influence of  the Communist Party in the “Defence System” was
significantly strengthened.
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Problematiku,,branného systému“ bývalej Československej socialistickej republiky (ČSSR)
ovplyvnilo jej začlenenie do Varšavskej zmluvy (VZ) a príprava na najpravdepodobnejší
scenár vojnového konfliktu. V plánoch sovietskych vojenských stratégov a, prirodzene,
VZ pri  vypracovaní scenárov vzniku budúceho vojnového konfliktu dostali zvlášť po
vojenskej intervencii v auguste 1968 novú dimenziu minimálne dva dôležité faktory,
a to geopolitický a geostrategický. Napríklad sa zmenilo hodnotenie geostrategickej
polohy ČSSR a operačných smerov, ktoré na tento priestor boli naviazané.? Prejavilo sa to

TV roku 1916 sa Švéd J. R. Kjellén pokúsil dostať do povedomia politikov význam geografických činiteľov
pri definovaní štátu. Pripisuje sa mu založenie nového vedného odboru, ktorý nazval geopolitikou. Hlavnou

kategóriou geopolitiky bol a je priestor. Mnoho geopolitických škôl zvýrazňuje najmä geopolitický, t. j .
mocensko-politický fenomén a abstrahuje od geografických daností. Určujúce sú teda mocenskopolitické
záujmy subjektov, ktoré sú buď geograficky, hospodársky, mocenskopoliticky alebo vojensko-strategicky
zviazané s týmto priestorom.

2 Bližšie pozri: PÚČIK, Miloslav. The East — West security system and Czechoslovak army in the first half o f
the 1960s. In The Journal of Slavic Military Studies. Vol. 10, No. 4 (December 1977), pp. 44-79.

PUCIK, Miloslav. Czechoslovakia and its Army in a Buffer Zone o f  „East — Weast“ (Period 1960 — 1968 —
August). In Vojenská historia, 2018, roč. 22, č. 3, s. 95-126.
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