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The study deals with the complex and so far insufficiently processed topic o f  building the
security system of  the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic i n  the period o f  the 1960s. The text
of  the study uses a period term “defence system”, which is, however, an obsolete terminology.
In i ts basic features, i t  corresponds to the modern term “state security system”. The period i n
question is specific i n  that the ideological model of  the “all state defence” ended with a fiasco
and with the military intervention of  part of  the Warsaw Pact troops i n  August 1968, which
violently interrupted the courageous discussions on one’s own defence doctrine i n  the period
of  the so-called Prague Spring. After the establishment o f  the federation, a new model o f  the

“defence system” began to  be implemented, i n  which the importance of  Slovakia increased. The
Army became the basis o f  the whole system yet again. However, the importance o f  nationwide
preparation of  the population for the anticipated war conflict with the “West” has increased.
The basis of  the new model of  the “defence system” from the late 1960s was still valid i n
various modifications in the following period.
Key words: Security system, defence system, Ministry of  National Defence, army, defence
units.

As one of  Europe’s newest countries, Slovakia is suddenly having to develop its own military
doctrine. The search for a new defence policy requires a critical re-evaluation of  the one that had
governed Slovakia since the federalization o f  Czechoslovakia in 1968. The end o f  the 1960s and
beginning o f  the 1970s marked an abrupt turning point for the Czechoslovak security system.

In 1967 a new defence model was adopted that contained elements o f  reformist thinking, and
in May 1968 attempts to work out a proper military doctrine culminated in the Memorandum
of the researchers of  the Czechoslovak armed forces. However, after the violent interruption of
the Prague Spring, the Czechoslovak Communist Party’s Presidium (still headed by Alexander
Dubček) decided on 22 October 1968 to elaborate a new security system that would accept the
reality o f  the Warsaw Pact invasion and occupation o f  Czechoslovakia. The deadline for the
theoretical elaboration of  the model was set for 31 December 1969, and after its discussion and
approval by the State Defence Council i t  was carried out experimentally in the early 1970s.
From that point onward, Czechoslovak military doctrine was subject to Soviet pressure and
interests.

At the time the term “the national defence system” was understood to mean the preparation
and actual combat activity of  the armed forces together with a complex of  subsequent measures
for “the defence and protection of the territory.” Official documents concerning this matter
worked from the ideological premise that the security system o f  a state o f  the “socialist type”
represented a special institutionalized activity determined by social-political changes in society.
The implemented security system model accepted inter alia that even in times of  peace i t  would
be designed to guarantee smooth transition to a wartime footing,
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